HOW  GAUL  BECAME  ROMAN

wanted his grandson to begin his literary studies with Homer and
Menander.   Unhappily diis culture remained more formal than real.
'Among die Gauls there were at the end of die fourth century a certain
number of important and honoured men, long entrusted with major
responsibilities of state, half pagan, half Christian, that is, widiout bias
one way or. die odier and, truth to tell, little anxious to take any position
in religious matters; people of wit, well read, philosophers, full of a taste
for study and die intellectual pleasures, wealdiy and living on a magni-
ficent scale.'1  These great lords of Roman Gaul led agreeable and care-
free lives, occupying dieir time with intellectul and literary diversions.
In die fifdi century, Sidonius Apollinaris, a man of the world, a bishop
and a rhetorician, described a religious ceremony after which clerics
and laymen, stretched on the grass in the shade, talked with gusto
about  literature.   Then the Bishop suggested handball and,  after a
long game, Sidonius wrote some teasing little verses.    Odier more
austere  Christians sought refuge in monasteries,  die first   of which
were  founded after the year 360 by Saint Martin,  one at Liguge
(near Poitiers), the other at Marmoutier (near Tours).   The monk in
the Occident was very different from what he had been in die Orient.
There, wididrawing into die Theban desert, men wished to escape
temptation and dedicate themselves as single (monoi)- beings to the rigours
of asceticism.   In Gaul monasteries sought rather to  gather together
men who wished to flee the world in order to live a spiritual life in
common.   The monasteries of southern Gaul (especially that of Lerins,
founded by Saint Honorat 011 the islands near Cannes) would prove to be
homes of new ideas and nurseries of bishops.  All matters of dogma or
liturgy, then, became objects of active correspondence between the local
bishop and Saint Augustine at Hippo or Saint Jerome at Bedilehem.
And thus *the doctors laboured, the priests travelled, writings circulated7,
and Christianity remained a living thing while die Empire withered away.
For die three centuries since the conquest, Rome had guaranteed
the security of die Gauls. Along die Danube and die Rhine die marches,
or demilitarized zones, made the Barbarians keep their distance.   The
limes, strategic roads edged by trenchworks and studded every six or
nine miles with fortified towers (castelli), constituted a Maginot Line
along which troops, especially Gallic troops, were constantly on watch.
To the rear, to defend this line against some future aggressor, the Empire
maintained a strategic reserve, eight legions strong in die first century, four
1 FRANCOIS GUIZOT.                         a Hence the French word moine.
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